
 

 
 

36th ANNUAL MINNESOTA AVIATION HALL OF FAME INDUCTION BANQUET 

GENERAL INFORMATION – April 11, 2026 

CLASS OF 2026 

 

Date:  Saturday, April 11, 2026 

Location:  The Mystic Lake Center, Minnetonka Ballroom, 2400 Mystic Lake Blvd., Prior Lake, 

MN  55372.  The Mystic Lake Center is west of the Casino/Resort and adjacent to the Mystic 

Lake Hotel.  It is just south of the Little Six Casino.  The Mystic Lake Center is a dedicated 

convention area and has its own separate entrance and parking lot.  When arriving at the 

Mystic Lake complex, follow the signs to MYSTIC LAKE CENTER, not the casino!   Do you wish to 

stay overnight?  The Mystic Lake Hotel is gorgeous and we have a block of 25 rooms reserved at $175/single or 

double occupancy until March 11, 2026.  Here is the link:  

https://mysticlake.book.pegsbe.com/promo?offerCode=MNAVIATION&hotel=MLCR 

or call their Reservation Center 24/7 to book at 952-445-9000 and mention MN Aviation Hall of Fame.  

Parking at the banquet and hotel is complimentary.   
 

CLASS OF 2026 INDUCTEES 
Eugene “Gene” DePalma - A Navy veteran and aviation executive with over 10,000 flight hours in 33 aircraft types. After 

a distinguished 30-year career at Van Dusen Air, where he rose to President and CEO, he continued to serve the aviation 

community through leadership roles in several organizations. 

Robert J. Pond - A decorated naval aviator, entrepreneur, and aviation enthusiast who amassed a notable collection of 

vintage aircraft and automobiles. He founded the Planes of Fame Museum at Flying Cloud Airport and later the Palm 

Springs Air Museum, where he educated the public about aviation history. Over his lifetime, Pond flew more than 

20,000 accident-free hours and played a vital role in preserving warbird aviation heritage. 

John R. Sandberg - A skilled mechanic and aviation enthusiast who transitioned from drag racing to rebuilding and flying 

warbirds, notably contributing to the Commemorative Air Force and the national air racing community. He co-developed 

the racing aircraft Tsunami, which competed at Reno and was part of the fastest unlimited race in history.  

Cora May Fuller - Minnesota’s first licensed female pilot in 1931 after soloing in a Stinson SM-8A and earning a perfect 

score on her written exam. She logged over 8,000 miles in her first year and was a pioneer in aviation at a time when 

few women flew.  

Conrad “Butch” Maxwell - A veteran of the Air Force Reserve, He is a certified FAA mechanic with over 66 years of 

experience, he operates the family business, Maxwell Aircraft Service, earning national recognition for his expertise in 

propeller overhaul. In 2015, he was honored with the FAA Charles Taylor Master Mechanic Award for more than 50 

years of safe aviation maintenance. 
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(continued) 

James A. Olsen - Founder of Sun Country Airlines. He turned a vision for affordable leisure travel into one of Minnesota’s 

most successful aviation ventures. Under his leadership, the airline grew from a startup into a nationally recognized 

carrier serving millions of passengers. Make a large impact on Minnesota’s aviation industry and economy. 

Charles “Chuck” Doyle Jr. - A lifelong aviator whose career spans airline service, vintage aircraft restoration, and 

passionate mentorship within Minnesota’s aviation community. A former Sun Country Airlines captain, he is renowned 

for flying and maintaining antique airplanes, inspiring countless young pilots, and generously sharing his time and 

expertise. 

 

In addition to our Class of 2026 Inductees, the award for the Best Minnesota Aviation Writing will be given to authors 

Dick Phillips, Mark Phillips and John Dienst for “The Last of the Wild Horses, North American P-51 type Aircraft on the 

Civil Registries of the World, 1946 to 2023”. 

 

The award for the Best Minnesota Aviation Art will be presented to Corban Lundborg, a MN native who is an artist, 

storyteller, and USAF combat photographer.   

 

BANQUET DETAILS 

Time: Social Hour – 4:45 pm   Cash Bar   Dinner – 6:00 in the Minnetonka Ballroom 

Menu: Choice of Lemon Rosemary Chicken Breast, Applewood Brown Sugar Smoked Pork Loin or Chef’s Choice 

Vegetarian with House Salad, Rosemary Lyonnaise Potatoes, Sweet Baby Carrots and French Haricot Verts and dessert of 

Strawberry Chantilly. 

Induction Ceremony:  follows dinner 

Dress: Coat and Tie for Men/Cocktail attire for Ladies 

Ticket Cost per person:  $95 per person and includes free parking.  

There are two ways to purchase tickets - If you’re paying with a check, Use the reservation form attached and mail 

with your check and reservation form to:  MAHOF BANQUET, 6281 Mallory Lane, Eden Prairie, MN  55346.  (Do not send 

your banquet reservations to the hotel).  Be sure to indicate your choice of entrée.  Payment is required with your order 

– we do not take phone reservations. Paying with a credit card? Go to Eventbrite at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1976458044215?aff=oddtdtcreator      All reservations MUST arrive by April 5, 2026.  

 

General reservations and refund deadline – April 5, 2026.   Do you wish to be seated with a specific Inductee’s group of 

friends and family?  The deadline for those special seating requests is March 25, 2026. After that date we will attempt to 

honor requests if possible. We attempt to seat supporters of each inductee in the same general area, on a first-come, 

first-serve basis. All seating is assigned, and no tickets will be sold at the door.  There is a maximum of 10 guests per 

table.  We expect a capacity crowd, so to ensure the best seating possible you are encouraged to send in your 

reservations early! We do not issue tickets, but ALL reservations will be acknowledged with an email or a regular letter 

of confirmation.  Be sure to bring this confirmation with you on the night of the banquet.  On arrival, there will be a 

name badge waiting for you with your table assignment and meal choice.  No refunds will be issued after April 5, 2026. 

 

PARKING AND DRIVING DIRECTIONS – The Mystic Lake complex is located southwest of the Twin Cities area 

and is easy to find.  The banquet is held in the Minnetonka Ballroom at the Mystic Lake CENTER 

(not in the casino).  The Mystic Lake Center is a dedicated convention space with its own 

parking lot and entrance and is just south of the Little Six Casino.  The address is 2400 Mystic Lake 

Blvd in Prior Lake, MN  55372.  The phone number is (866) 832-6402. Upon arrival at the Mystic Lake 

complex, carefully follow the signs to parking for the Mystic Lake CENTER and from the parking lot it’s a very 

short walk to the ballroom.  
QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? – email BanquetReservations@mahof.org or call Carol at 952-906-2833. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1976458044215?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:BanquetReservations@mahof.org


 

 

 
 

36th Annual Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame Class of 2025 Inductee Banquet 

APRIL 11, 2026 – MYSTIC LAKE CENTER 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd., Prior Lake, MN  55372 

Banquet Reservation Form-Use this form for mail-in reservations only 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________Email__________________________________________________ 

Please reserve _______tickets at $95 each.  A three-course meal with Lemon Rosemary Chicken Breast, Applewood 

Brown Sugar Smoked Pork Loin or Chef’s Choice Vegetarian will be served.  Please indicate entrée choice next to name. 

 Name         Pork, Chicken or Veg 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use back of form for additional guests.  Please print legibly.   Do you wish to be seated with a group supporting a 

specific inductee?  Which one?  ________________________________________________________________________ 

The deadline for specific seating requests (ie a specific Inductee group or with other individuals) is March 25, 2026.  

General reservations close April 5, 2026 

PRINT AND SEND COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:  MAHOF BANQUET, 6281 

MALLORY LANE, EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 55346.  We require payment with your reservation – phone 

reservations will not be taken. All seating is assigned. Be advised, tickets may sell out prior to April 5, 2026 and 

no refunds will be issued after that date.  All seating is done on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

 

The Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame could not exist without your support!  Please consider 

including a charitable donation with your reservation.  All donations help fund our 

scholarships and Hall of Fame operating costs and any amount is appreciated! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! 

Number of banquet reservations _______@ $95 each = ___________________________________ 

Charitable donation $ __________________________     TOTAL INCLUDED $____________________ 

Want to purchase with a credit card?  Tickets can also be purchased online at:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1976458044215?aff=oddtdtcreator 

We do not issue tickets but you will receive a confirmation with additional banquet information by email or regular mail.  

Please bring the confirmation with you to the banquet.  Additional Information: All seating is assigned, no tickets will be 

sold at the door and there is no standing room during the banquet.  There is a maximum of 10 persons to a table.  Please 

see attached General Information sheet for more details on time, location and hotel reservations.  

Would you like to receive our monthly emails?  Yes_____  No _____ 

QUESTIONS?  Email BanquetReservations@mahof.org or call Carol at 952-906-2833 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1976458044215?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:BanquetReservations@mahof.org

